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Though the syntactic expression of reciprocity varies greatly
from language to language, the semantics of reciprocity remains
remarkably stable. Semantically, reciprocals require the presence
of (1) a group-denoting expression and (2) a two-place relation
involving members of that group; the reciprocal relation requires
that the two-place relation holds between different members of the
group. Syntactically, reciprocity can be expressed in various
ways. The two-place relation can be expressed as a transitive
verb, with the reciprocal expression (English 'each other', for
example) filling one argument place of that relation; the other
argument place is filled by the group-denoting expression.
Alternatively, the two-place relation can be expressed as a
detransitivized verb, with the eliminated object position
representing one argument place of the relation, as in the case of
the Chichew A a intransitive verb 'i-ku-m{e'}ny-an-a' 'hit each
other'. Other syntactic possibilities for the expression of
reciprocity also exist. Further, scope ambiguities show that the
two-place relation required by the reciprocal need not be
represented by a single lexical item, but can be built up
compositionally from a complex syntactic expression. I will
discuss the various syntactic realizations of the reciprocal as
they relate to the semantic expression of reciprocity, drawing on
work on the syntax and semantics of reciprocals conducted in
collaboration with Stanley Peters, Sam Mchombo, and others.
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